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This budget, in short, makes really strong and
significant steps toward achieving the great goals
that I believe America should pursue in this
new century. It helps us move toward an Amer-
ica where every child starts school ready to learn
and graduates ready to succeed; where parents
are able to succeed at home and work, and
no child is raised in poverty; where we meet
the challenge of the aging of America; where
we provide health care to all; where we make
America the safest big country on Earth; bring
prosperity to the communities and people who
have been left behind; pay off our national debt;
reverse the course of climate change; keep
America leading the world in science and tech-
nology and toward peace and prosperity; and

bring our country together, at last, as one Amer-
ica.

This budget takes the right steps toward those
goals. I hope it will be well-received in Congress
and by the American people. And I thank all
of you who worked on it, down to the last detail.
The details make the difference, and if we can
enact them, they will make all the difference
for America.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:22 a.m. in Presi-
dential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred
to White House Chief of Staff John D. Podesta,
who introduced the President; and Martin N.
Baily, Chairman, Council of Economic Advisers.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt the
Middle East Peace Process
February 7, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the National

Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and section
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c),
I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic report
on the national emergency with respect to ter-

rorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle East
peace process that was declared in Executive
Order 12947 of January 23, 1995.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
February 7, 2000.

Interview With Willow Bay of Cable News Network’s
‘‘Moneyline News Hour’’
February 7, 2000

Economic Prosperity

Ms. Bay. Mr. President, did you ever imagine
in your most optimistic of dreams when you
first took office, think that you would see a
prosperity like the one we have today?

The President. The truth, I guess I didn’t,
because I never thought about it. I literally
never thought about how long the longest ex-
pansion was in history. But what I did believe
is that there was this enormous, pent-up poten-
tial in the American people because of all the

restructuring of industry that went on in the
tough years in the 1980’s, because of the power
of technology which has only grown exponen-
tially since I’ve been in office, because I thought
the American people understood the global
economy and were willing to work hard and
not make excessive wage demands and get their
pay increases as their companies grew—all that
turned out to be true.

So I just thought if I could remove the Gov-
ernment-related obstacles to growth by getting
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